CHESTER TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

January 3, 2012
The Reorganization Meeting of the Township Council of The Township of Chester was held on January 3, 2012 beginning at 7:30 P.M. at the Municipal Building located at 1 Parker Road.

Notice of this meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Chester was given to the Observer Tribune, Daily Record and Star Ledger on December 22, 2011 and was posted on the Bulletin Board, Council Chambers, Chester Township Municipal Building.
Members present:

William A. Cogger, Mayor

             


Matt Kass





Brian Murphy





Karen Powell





Daniel O’Donnell

Also Present: 

John H. Suminski, Esq.

STATEMENT OF DETERMINATION

A Statement of Determination was received from the Morris County Board of Canvassers certifying that Matthew Kass and Daniel O’Donnell were elected as Council Members of Chester Township for a three-year term expiring December 31, 2014. Senator Anthony R. Bucco was present and issued the oath of office to Mr. Kass and Mr. O’Donnell.  

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS / LIAISONS

Mayor Cogger made the following Council appointments:

	Finance/Insurance:
	Chair: 

  Matt Kass
	

	Police:
	Chair: 

  Karen Powell
	Committee: 

   Brian Murphy

	Public Works:
	Liaison:  

  Dan O’Donnell
	

	Construction/Zoning:
	Liaison: 

   Dan O’Donnell
	

	Board of Health:
	Liaison: 

   Matt Kass
	

	Parks and Recreation Committee:
	Liaison:

   Matt Kass
	

	Utility Committee:
	Liaison: 

   Karen Powell
	

	Personnel:
	Liaison: 

   Karen Powell
	

	Senior Transportation:
	Liaison: 

  Brian Murphy
	

	Environmental Commission
	Liaison:

   Dan O’Donnell
	

	Infrastructure:
	Liaison:

   Dan O’Donnell
	

	Court:
	Liaison:

   Karen Powell
	


COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Motion to appoint Karen Powell as Council President:  Murphy

Second:  Kass

YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Cogger     NAYS:  None    ABSTAIN:  Powell
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PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Cogger offered Resolution 2012-1 concerning Personnel Appointments:

	
	Administrator / Municipal Clerk

Carol Isemann

Deputy Clerk

Mary Edwards

Chief Financial Officer

Michael Marceau

Tax Collector

Toni Theesfeld

Deputy Tax Collector

Michael Marceau

Tax Assessor

Maureen Kaman

Assistant To The Tax Assessor/

Senior Transportation Coordinator

Anna McDougal

Court and Violations Clerk

Susan Travis

Deputy Court & Violations Clerk/Technical Assistant to the Construction Office

Ingrid O’Connor

Board of Health Secretary, Parks Committee Secretary,

Dog License Clerk

Mary Nowicki

Recreation Director

Maxine Finney
Municipal Public Defender

Anthony Arbore

Animal Control Officers (Day time)

Animal Control Officers 

      (Part time evening and weekend)

Jeff Vreeland, Coley Campbell
Tim Norton Sr., Tim Norton Jr

Purchasing Agent

Carol Isemann

Public Works Superintendent

Craig Reiner
Asst. Public Works Superintendent

Kevin Collins   effective 1-17-12
Subdivision Search Official

Sarah Jane Noll

Construction Official/Building Subcode/Building Inspector Fire Inspector/Plumbing Inspector/ Acting Plumbing Subcode Official in the absence of Ben Farneski/

Deputy Zoning Officer

James Fania

Fire Sub Code Official

Jim Fonzino

Acting Construction Official in James Fania’s absence/ Building Inspector/Acting Plumbing Subcode in Ben Farneski’s absence

Kevin Fleming

Fire Prevention

State Dept of Community Affairs

Electrical Sub Code Official/Inspector

Kevin Fleming

Plumbing Sub Code Official/Acting Plumbing Inspector (In Jim Fania’s Absence)

Ben Farneski

Assistant to the Zoning Official

Rick Decker
Township Historians

Leonard Taylor and 

Joan Case

Zoning Official / Flood Plain Official

Sarah Jane Noll

Police Clerk/Matron

Mary Beth Brennan

Police Chaplain

Monsignor Raymond Lopatesky 




Motion to confirm all appointments listed above:  Kass      Second:  Murphy
YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None
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Mayor Cogger noted two new appointments listed in the personnel appointment resolution. With the retirement of long time Superintendent Marc Cook, Craig Reiner is appointed Superintendent of Public Works and Kevin Collins is appointed Assistant Superintendent of Public Works effective January 17, 2012.  

BOARD AND COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Mayor Cogger made the following appointments:

Class IV
James Milbauer
Term ending:   2015

Class IV
Joseph DiPaolo
Term ending:
   2015

Alternate #1 
Sam Champi
 
Term ending:
   2013
Motion to confirm appointments: Powell    Second:  Kass

YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

MORRIS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mayor Cogger’s appointment:  Virginia Butkus
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Mayor Cogger made the following appointments:
Marykathryn Kopec 

  Term ending:   2014
Carol Hudson

  Term ending:   2014

Alternate #1:
 Ron Castellano   
 Term ending:  2013

Alternate #2:  Robert Pigott
 Term ending:  2013

Motion to confirm appointments: Powell      Second: O’Donnell  

YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Mayor Cogger appointed Marykathryn Kopec as Chair of the Environmental 

Commission.

BOARD OF HEALTH

Mayor Cogger made the following appointment:
Steve Vendette 
Term ending: 2014                                                                                                                      

Motion to confirm appointment:  O’Donnell    Second: Powell    

YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

CHESTER AREA SENIOR HOUSING (C.A.S.H.) COMMITTEE

Mayor Cogger appointed Anne MacMillan as his surrogate to the

C. A. S. H. Committee.

CHESTER TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
REORGANIZATION MEETING

JANUARY 3,  2012

PAGE 4

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Mayor Cogger appointed Sue Guilmette as Mayor’s surrogate. 

AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Mayor Cogger made the following appointments:
Dale Davis 
  
Term ending:   2013
Kurt Alstede

Term ending:
   2013

MORRIS COUNTY AGRICULTURAL BOARD

Mayor Cogger appointed Sarah Jane Noll as his surrogate to the 

Board.

CHESTER TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

Mayor Cogger made the following appointments:
James Milbauer 
Term Ending:
2013

Trey Bianco

Term Ending:  
2013
Dave Schoenfeld
Term Ending:  
2013
Motion to confirm appointments: Kass   Second:  Murphy
YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
Mayor Cogger made the following appointments:

Parks Committee Members:


Russ Cimbrinski
Term Ending:  2014

John Strampfer
Term Ending:  2014

Tom Grego

Term Ending:  2014

Rich Prado

Term Ending:  2012 (Fennel’s unexpired term)
Recreation Subcommittee:


Janet Gerber

Term Ending:   2013

Theresa Maguire
Term Ending:   2013

Heather Ronco
Term Ending:   2013
Motion to confirm appointments:  Kass     Second:  Powell

YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None
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PLANNING BOARD

Class I:  Mayor William A. Cogger    


Class II:  Sarah Jane Noll  

 

Class III: Council Appointment    Brian Murphy
Mr. O’Donnell announced his resignation as a member of the Planning Board. 
Mayor Cogger made the following appointments:

Class IV:   
William McCormick
  Term ending:   2015


Derek Moore

  Term ending:   2013



Marykathryn Kopec 
  Term ending:   2013  

Alternate #1    Rick Busciglio
  Term ending:   2013

SENIOR TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Mayor Cogger made the following appointments:
Jacki Spinelli, Karen Yates, Sandy Drysdale
Term ending December 31, 2012
UTILITY COMMITTEE

Mayor Cogger made the following appointments:
Chairman:  
William Reutelhuber



Ilonia Ontscherenki, Committee Member

Term ending December 31, 2012
CONSOLIDATION COMMITTEE
Mayor Cogger stated that he along with Brian Murphy and Matt Kass 
will continue to serve on the consolidation committee.
RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2012- 2 offered by Mr. O’Donnell:
Professional Appointments

Motion: O’Donnell
Second: Kass
YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Resolution 2012- 3 offered by Mr. O’Donnell: 

Official Depositories

Motion:  O’Donnell
Second: Kass
YEAS:  O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None
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Resolution 2012-4 offered by Mr. Kass : 
Official Newspaper

Motion:  Kass
Second: Murphy
YEAS:  O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None
Resolution 2012- 5 offered by Mr. Kass: 
Rate of Interest for Delinquent Taxes

Motion:  Kass
Second: Murphy
YEAS:  O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Resolution 2012-6 offered by Mr. O’Donnell:
Appointing a Tax Search Official
Motion:  O’Donnell
Second: Murphy
YEAS:  O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Resolution 2012-7 offered by Mr. Murphy:
Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act

Motion:  Murphy
Second: Powell
YEAS:  O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Resolution 2012- 8 offered by Mr. Kass:

Resolution authorizing the Chester Township Municipal Assessor and Attorney to represent the Township before the Morris County Board of Taxation and the New Jersey Tax Court

Motion: Kass 

Second: Powell
YEAS:  O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Resolution 2012-9 offered by Mr. Kass:
Meeting Dates for 2012
Motion: Kass
Second: O’Donnell
YEAS:  O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None
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Resolution 2012-10 offered by Mr. Murphy:
Resolution Establishing a Green Team 2012
Motion:  Murphy
Second: Kass 

YEAS:  O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

ESTABLISHMENT OF CHESTER TOWNSHIP LEGAL HOLIDAYS FOR 2012
· New Year’s Day


January  2, Monday
· Martin Luther King


January  16, Monday
· Lincoln’s Birthday


See ** Christmas
· President’s Day


February 20, Monday
· Good Friday



April 6, Friday
· Memorial Day



May 28, Monday
· 4th of July



July 4, Wednesday
· Labor Day



September 3, Monday
· Columbus Day


October 8, Monday
· Veteran’s Day



November 12, Monday
· Thanksgiving



November 22 Thursday







November 23, Friday
· Christmas



December  24, Monday






December 25, Tuesday
The reorganization meeting concluded and the regular meeting commenced.

MINUTES

Motion to approve minutes of the December 20, 2011 meeting: Kass
Second: Murphy 

YEAS:   Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS: None   ABSTAIN:   O’Donnell

REPORTS

Motion to accept reports from Department of Public Works: Powell
Second: Murphy
YEAS: Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None   ABSTAIN:  O’Donnell
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TEMPORARY BUDGET RESOLUTION

Resolution 2012- 11 offered by: Mr. Murphy:

 2012 Temporary Budget

Motion to approve 2012 Temporary Budget:  Murphy

Second:  Powell
YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

BILLS

Motion to pay bills, previously audited by the Finance Committee:  Kass
Second:   Murphy 

YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

CORRESPONDENCE

· Letter received from the County of Morris stating $14,324 is the recommended amount the Township should receive toward Municipal Alliance programs for the year 2012

· Letter addressed to Senator Bucco from the Borough of Peapack and Gladstone stating it’s the Township’s responsibility for signage and/or enforcement on our section of St. Bernard’s Road

· Year end contribution check in the amount of $1,424 was received from The Arc/Morris in lieu of property taxes

· Letter received from the Department of Health & Senior Services regarding animal control services for cats

· Information received regarding the Louis Bay 2nd Future Municipal Leaders Scholarship Competition for high school Juniors & Seniors

Resolutions

Township of Readington

· Opposing S1954/A4358 Forest Harvesting on State Owned Lands

Ordinance Adoptions

Borough of Chester 

· Amending Land Development and Procedures to Revise the Definition of Conservation Easement
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Resolution 2012-12 offered by Mr. Kass: 

Resolution Appointing a Risk Management Consultant

Willis of New Jersey

Motion:  Kass

Second:  Powell
YEAS:  Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger    NAYS:  None    ABSTAIN: O’Donnell
Resolution 2012-13 offered by Mr. Murphy:
Statewide Insurance Fund
Resolution Appointing Fund Commissioner

Motion: Murphy

Second:   Kass

YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Resolution 2012-14 offered by Mr. Kass:
Resolution to Join the Statewide Insurance Fund

Workers Compensation and Employer’s Liability

Motion:  Kass

Second: Murphy
YEAS:  Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger    NAYS:  None   ABSTAIN: O’Donnell
ARC OF MORRIS PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES
The ARC of Morris submitted a check in lieu of property taxes along with a request that Chester Township once again consider returning all or a portion of the payment as a contribution to the ARC.
Mr. O’Donnell made a motion, with a second by Mr. Murphy, to return the payment in lieu of taxes to the ARC of Morris.
YEAS: O’Donnell, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  Kass
CHESTER FIRE COMPANY MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING
Mrs. Isemann referenced a request from the Chester Fire Company. In a letter the Fire Company wrote that they were approached in 2006 about storing a Foam Tanker Truck at the Firehouse as part of Morris County Major Disaster or Terrorist Attack Program. At that time, Chester Township and Chester Borough signed a Memo of Understanding (MOU) defining the agreement.  Feeling they can no longer support this program, the Chester Fire Company is terminating the MOU and turning the Foam Tanker Truck over to the Riverdale Fire Department. Morris County has asked for a termination letter signed by Chester Township and Chester Borough. After discussion, members of the Governing Body asked Mrs. Isemann to reach out to the Fire Company for further clarification on this matter.   
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POLICE MATTERS

Ms. Powell proposed several changes to the Police Ordinance Chapter 41 relating to personnel and promotional matters.  

Ordinance 2012-1 Introduced by Ms. Powell:
An Ordinance Amending the Chester Township

Ordinance as to Chapter 41, Police Department
Ordinance 2012-1

Motion:  Powell

Second: Murphy

YEAS:  O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

POLICE PROMOTION
Ms. Powell made a motion, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell to promote Ryan McNamee to the position of Corporal effective January 1, 2012.    

YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

The ceremonial swearing in will be at the Jan 17, 2012 Township Council meeting.

PUBLIC WORKS/PARKS
Ms. Powell discussed authorizing Craig Reiner to appoint a temporary
parks foreman to fulfill the duties of Paul Chirip while he is out on disability.
This will be a no compensation, acting position, during the period 
Mr. Chirip is out.
Ms. Powell made the motion, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, authorizing Craig Reiner to name a temporary parks foreman as specified above.  
YEAS: O’Donnell, Kass, Murphy, Powell, Cogger     NAYS:  None

With no further public business, Mayor Cogger adjourned the meeting 
at 8:39 PM.

Carol Isemann

Municipal Clerk

.

