CHESTER TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

May 4, 2010

A Regular Meeting of the Township Council of The Township of Chester was held on May 4, 2010 at 7:30 P.M. at the Municipal Building located at 1 Parker Road.

Notice of this meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Chester was given to the Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 6, 2010 and was posted on the Bulletin Board, Council Chambers, Chester Township Municipal Building on January 6, 2010 and was mailed to all those persons who have requested individual notice and paid the required fee.

Members present: 

William A. Cogger, Mayor

             


Matthew Kass

Brian Murphy





Karen Powell 





Leonard Taylor

Absent:


John H. Suminski, Esq.

MINUTES

Motion to accept Minutes of April 20, 2010 Council meeting: Taylor       Second:  Kass 

YEAS: Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

REPORTS

Motion to accept and place on file reports from the Department of Public Works:  Kass

Second:  Taylor  

YEAS: Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

BILLS

Motion to pay bills, previously audited by the Finance Committee:  Kass    Second:  Murphy
YEAS: Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was received:

· Letter received from Governor Chris Christie requesting support for his “tool kit” of reforms and the 2.5 percent property tax cap

· Letters received from Congressman Frelinghuysen regarding Financial Regulatory Reform and the new health care law 
Resolution

Borough of Madison

· Opposing Senate Bill S-458, Transferring Municipal Tax Assessor to the County

CHESTER TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
MAY 4, 2010
PAGE 2
CORRESPONDENCE  (CON’T)
Public Hearing

Borough of Chester

· Amending Temporary Signs, Prohibited Signs and Miscellaneous Regulations Pertaining to All Signs under Zoning

· Proposed Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan Amendment

Township of Mendham

· Amending Stormwater Management and to add sections - Regulating Refuse Container/Dumpsters and Private Storm Drain Inlet Retrofitting

Township of Tewksbury
· Master Plan Public Hearing – Housing Element and Fair Share Plan Amendment

Public Service Electric & Gas

· Proposed Rate Increase

DISCUSSION   -   SOLAR PANELS 

Alan Cowe, President of Bysolar, Inc. gave a presentation on generating solar energy from Township owned buildings.  Planning Board Member Derek Moore and Environmental Commission Chair Dan O’Donnell were present and participated in this discussion.
Mr. Cowe reviewed environmental concerns, rising energy costs and incentives offered by the State of NJ for solar systems. 
Mayor Cogger asked Councilman Taylor, Mr. Moore and Mr. O’Donnell to investigate solar energy use in relation to Township building.

CHESTER FIRE COMPANY

Ed Windt, Billy Taquinto and Scott Dilley were present.  Mr. Dilley further discussed the purchase of a used Aerial Truck that has been located and inspected.  Estimated cost of the truck is $250,000.
Mr. Kass & Mr. Taylor previously met with the Fire Company and reviewed the information on the truck.  Consensus of the Governing Body was to support the acquisition of the aerial truck. The Governing Body of Chester Borough was also in support of the acquisition of the truck.
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION

Ordinance 2010-8 offered by Ms. Powell:

An Ordinance Amending the Code of the Township of the Chester Police 

Department as to Chapter 41

Motion:  Powell        Second:  Murphy

This Ordinance establishes the position of Police Director, with a sunset provision for the position, establishes parameters regarding the positions of Chief of Police and Police Director and amends language as to administrative charges for contracting the services of off duty police officers.
YEAS: Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  Kass
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ORDINANCE PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance 2010-5 offered by Mr. Kass for second reading:
An Ordinance Amending the Code of the Township of Chester as to 

Chapter 113, Land Use, Section 113-367, Escrow Statement for 

Application Related Invoices; Invoice Protest   
Motion: Kass 

Second: Taylor

Mayor Cogger opened the hearing to the public.  With no public comment, the hearing was closed and moved to a vote. 

YEAS:  Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2010-47 offered by Mr. Kass:
Chester School District Budget Academic Year     2010-2011

Motion:  Kass
Second: Powell
YEAS:  Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Resolution 2010-48 offered by Ms. Powell:
Arbor Day Proclamation

Motion:  Powell
Second: Taylor
YEAS:  Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Resolution 2010-49 offered by Ms. Powell:
2009 Tonnage Grant Resolution
Motion: Powell

Second: Taylor

YEAS:  Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

Resolution 2010-50 offered by Mr. Kass:
Authorization of Municipal Official to Represent Chester Township 
on the Raritan Highlands Compact

Motion:  Kass 

Second: Powell
YEAS:  Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None
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Resolution 2010-51 offered by Mr. Taylor: 
Authorization of Legal Representation of Township Officials

Motion:  Taylor
Second:  Powell
YEAS:  Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

POLICE ADVANCEMENT
A recommendation was received by Chief Curt York to advance 

Sgt. Thomas Williver to Grade Step 3  B.

Motion:  Powell

Second:  Murphy

YEAS:  Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

FIRE COMPANY RAFFLE LICENSES
The Chester Fire Company submitted raffle license applications for the following:

· Non Draw Raffle  (Wheels)     Dates:  June 22, 2010 to June 26, 2010
· On Premise 50/50 Draw
     Dates:  June 22, 2010 to June 26, 2010
· Off Premise 50/50 Draw
     Date:   June 26, 2010
Motion to approve:  Murphy    Second:  Kass

YEAS: Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

TAX APPEAL APPROVAL

Resolution 2010-29 states that the Tax Assessor shall have the authority to settle tax appeals filed with the Morris County Board of Taxation or the Tax Court of the State of New Jersey without prior approval of the Mayor and Council when the settlement of the appeal lowers the assessed value up to 15% of the assessed value which was the subject of the appeal.  All other settlements, namely, those in excess of 15% shall require the approval of the Mayor and Council. 

Tax Assessor Maureen Kaman is in receipt of tax appeals for Block 25 Lot 16.01, Block 9.01, Lot 3, and Block 27 Lot 7.01 whereby the settlement reduction would exceed the 15% threshold.  Ms. Kaman submitted these appeals for Governing Body review and approval. 

Motion to approve assessment settlements for Block 25 Lot 16.01, Block 9.01, Lot 3, and Block 27 Lot 7.01 made by Mr. Kass.  Seconded by Mr. Murphy

YEAS: Kass, Murphy, Powell, Taylor, Cogger     NAYS:  None

With no further public business, Mayor Cogger adjourned the meeting at 9:30 PM.
Carol Isemann
Municipal Clerk/Administrator

