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What is the size of my plot?

Plot Size:  8 feet by 16 feet = 128 sq. ft.

Lime Requirement—Apply before planting:

Soil test says:  50 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft.



128 sq. ft. is approximately 0.13 of 1000 sq. ft.


So 0.13 of 50 lbs. is 6.4 lbs.  


Since the soils is deficient in calcium, use calcitic limestone.


Over time, this will bring the soil pH up to the desired level for most vegetables.

Basic Fertilizer needs—before planting:

The soil test says to add 1-1-0 fertilizer (this is referred to as a complete fertilizer, since it includes nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium).

Since you want to use organic fertilizer, you may need to use more than one product to achieve the right results.

For example, Dried Blood meal (available from many companies) is 12-0-0.  This means it is 12% nitrogen, but supplies no phosphorous or potassium.  To supply 1 lb. of nitrogen to your plot:


Total Fertilizer needed = 2 lb N/0.12 X .13 sq. ft. = 2.17 lbs. of dried blood meal.


For phosphorous:  Rock phosphate is 0-3-0.  It is 3% phosphate.  To supply 1 lb. of phosphate to your plot:


Fertilizer needed:  2 lb. Phosphorous/ 0.03 X 0.13 sq. ft. = 8.67 lbs. of rock phosphate.


You must use both products.

For a complete fertilizer (available from several companies) such as 3-4-4, you can assume it is approximately a 1-1-1 fertilizer.  You can apply just this one product:

Fertilizer needed = 2 lb. fertilizer/ 0.03 X 0.13 sq. ft. = 8.67 lbs. of this fertilizer.


In this case, you need only the one fertilizer.
