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     EMERGENCY: 911
October 20, 2011

Dear Resident,

       The Chester Township Police remain committed to our community by sharing relevant information with you and continuing to develop programs aimed at securing the safety of you and your loved ones. Please take a moment to review the following information.  

      Beginning last September you may have noticed marked and unmarked police cars following school buses or perhaps even heard stories from your children about officers visiting them in the schools. This is part of a community service initiative that our Department developed to help ensure your child’s well-being and to build positive relations in our community. The Follow-a-Bus program entails that officers check on bus-stop safety and ensure that any vehicle passing a school bus is stopped and addressed. The Cops-in-Schools program involves officers stopping by the schools, introducing themselves, and spending time with the children whether it is at lunch or recess. Our agency supports the tenet that positive interaction with Law Enforcement at a young age instills the belief that officers are approachable and that we are here to help and protect them; a message which we hope stays with them into their adulthood. The program has led to many positive interactions and has been well received by the teachers, parents and children alike. 

     You should also know that the Chester Township Police Department works closely with the schools to develop and maintain emergency school response plans should we ever need to shelter in place or evacuate a school. Our officers have been conducting tactical drills in the schools for many years now. These drills are administrated by our Department but carried out with the participation of surrounding municipal police agencies. The purpose of the drills is to familiarize officers with the layouts of the schools and their respective assignments should a serious incident transpire. We understand that in today’s world you have significant concerns about the potential for school violence and we understand your concern and have committed resources and training to address this potential issue.   

     Another area of concern is distracted driving while dropping off and picking up children at our schools. Consider the resulting tragedy that could occur while chatting on a cell phone, reading a paper, eating a snack or any other form of distracted driving. Motor vehicle laws are enforceable on school property and officers will be stepping up enforcement efforts in these areas. Please pay strict attention to your surroundings and focus on your driving while on school property- we have many children yet none to spare.

     Detective Anthony DaCunza, who also teaches our DARE program, has implemented a Neighborhood Watch program. The purpose of the program is two-fold. Firstly, it is designed to raise the level of awareness in response to suspicious circumstances such as unfamiliar persons or vehicles in our neighborhoods. Secondly, it will help the Police Department and our neighbors identify residents who may be in need of assistance in case of emergencies such as power outages. We encourage anyone wishing to participate to contact Detective DaCunza at (908) 879-5514 at extension 832 for further information. 

     Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to introduce you to twitter @ctoem.com and the GEOCAST /911 Reverse Directory systems. We encourage anyone who wishes to get timely emergency information from the Chester Township Office of Emergency Management and the Chester Township Police Department to “follow” us on Twitter. Information such as road closures, known power outages, emergency situations, and shelter information will be “tweeted” to our followers. The GEOCAST / 911 Reverse Directory is an emergency information system utilized by the Morris County Communications Center that dispatches calls for our and many other Morris County jurisdictions. The system will contact landline and cell phones in case of an emergency within a predetermined radius. In order to register your cell phone for this service, you must visit https://morriscounty.onthealert.com and sign up.  
I thank you for your time and consideration in these matters and look forward to continuing to dedicate our resources to addressing our community’s needs. Please feel free to contact me with any suggestions, questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Wayne A. Martini
Chief of Police

