TOWNSHIP OF CHESTER

WHITE TAILED DEER MANAGEMENT 

2011 - 2012 CONTROLLED HUNT PROGRAM

FOR TOWNSHIP PARK PRESERVES

POLICY

The goal of the controlled hunting program is to manage wildlife on Township owned park preserve and open space areas without excessively conflicting with park users or park neighbors.  The specific objective of the 2011-2012 controlled hunting program is to reduce the population of white tailed deer on six Township-owned tracts totaling approximately 700 acres to reduce agricultural crop damage, to reduce motorist collisions with deer, and to restore or improve forest health by reducing over browse of the forest understory.   A multi-year controlled hunting program has been designed to decrease the deer herd on these lands by approximately one-half, to an average of 20 deer per square mile, in a program consistent with state regulations.  
On a voluntary basis, Chester Township recommends that each permit hunter take a minimum of one antlerless deer before taking an antlered deer on Chester Township’s park properties.

Although the presence of hunters in parks does not present a real danger to park visitors based on hunting accident statistics, enjoyment for many park visitors is reduced by the known presence of hunters, by the sound of gunfire, by the sight of hunters, and by the sight of dead deer or deer viscera.  This plan balances hunting and forest management activities with continued passive recreational uses of these parks, however some members of the public will avoid visiting parks that are open to hunting.

LOCATIONS & HUNTING DATES

Six Chester Township owned tracts- the Evans Family Preserve of approximately 100 acres; the Tiger Brook Park south tract encompassing approximately 270 acres, the MacGregor Preserve of approximately 110 acres, Highlands Ridge of approximately 80 acres, the Parker Road Tract of approximately 50 acres and Tanners Brook Preserve of 75 acres will be opened for the hunting of white tailed deer.  Evans/Highlands Ridge will be considered one combined hunting permit area, Tiger Brook/MacGregor will be considered one combined hunting permit area, and the Parker Road and Tanners Brook tracts are considered single permit areas.

White Tailed Deer Hunting will be open on the following weekdays and Saturdays beginning the first weekday in November (November 1st) and continuing through February 18th of 2012, only during the noted firearm and bow hunting seasons established by the New Jersey Fish and Game Council and approved for hunting by the Township of Chester:

Permit Bow
November 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011
Permit Muzzleloader
 
November 28, 2011 to February 11, 2012

Six-Day Firearm

December 5, 2011 to December 10, 2011
Permit Shotgun 

November 30, 2011 to February 11, 2012
Winter Bow
January 1, 2012 to February 18, 2012
Season Dates - continued

A limited number of hunting permits will be available for each property.  A minimum of twenty five percent (25%) of the permits will be available for residents from throughout the State of New Jersey.  A total of five additional permits for the Evans Preserve will be available for members of the Evans Property hunting club during each season in exchange for their consultation and volunteer assistance in the establishment and implementation of this Controlled Hunting Plan at the Evans Preserve and Highlands Ridge Park.
LICENSES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS

All hunters applying for a permit must possess all appropriate licenses and Zone permits issued by the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife.  Final issuance of a Chester Township Controlled Hunting Permit shall be conditional on the hunter’s purchase of an appropriate Zone Permit issued by the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife.   

TOWNSHIP PERMIT AVAILABILITY

A single permit is valid for all five hunting seasons noted above.  Hunters may purchase Chester Township Controlled Deer Hunting Permits to hunt as follows:


20 season permits at the Evans Family Preserve/Highlands Ridge Park (State Zone 9)

30 season permits at Tiger Brook Park/MacGregor Preserve (State Zone 9)

15 season permits at Parker Road Tract and Tanners Brook Preserve (State Zone 8)
FEES & PERMIT PURCHASING

Each season permit cost shall be $ 25.00 for residents of the Township of Chester and employees of the Township, and $50.00 for non-residents.  Permits will not be available to persons residing outside of the State of New Jersey.  Permit holders from the 2010-2011 season, who have complied with all state and municipal hunting regulations, will have first opportunity to obtain permits for the 2011-2012 hunting season for the same tract pending receipt of payment by an established deadline. Remaining permits are sold on a first-come, first-served basis while the supply lasts.  Mail-in applications from 2010-2011 Permit Holders will be processed first.  Mail in applications from new hunters will be accepted but are not processed until after all walk-ins are processed.   Walk-in date for permit processing is Monday, October 10, 2011, beginning at 10:00 am at the Chester Township Municipal Building.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

· Program is limited to portions of Tiger Brook Park on Cooper Lane, the MacGregor Preserve off Old Chester Road, the Evans Preserve on Willow Drive, the Parker Road Tract on Parker Road, Tanners Brook Preserve on Tanners Brook Road, and portions of Highlands Ridge Park on North Road.

· Appropriate state hunting license(s) and Zone Permit are required.

GENERAL INFORMATION – continued:

· Special Chester Township Controlled White Tailed Deer Hunting Permit is required. 

· Hunters are responsible for following all State Hunting Regulations, all Chester Township Park Regulations, and all Controlled Deer Hunt Permit Regulations. 

· Hunting is permitted on Weekdays & Saturdays Only per the approved schedule.  Open hunting seasons and dates are posted on Park Property and on the Hunter’s Special Permit.  No hunting is permitted on Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 25, 2011 (Thanksgiving Day Holiday), Sunday, December 25, 2011 (Christmas Day), and Sunday, January 1, 2012 (New Year’s Holiday).
· Safety Zones Must be Observed.  Safety Zones will remain at 450 feet for bow hunting and firearms on Chester Township owned park preserves.  Caution must be used to be alert for Non-Hunters using the parks.

· Hunters are Not Authorized to cross onto private property without Permission of the Property Owner.  

· Hunters in Township parks must park vehicles in Designated Parking Areas, and may only enter the Park from those Designated Parking Areas.  Hunters must sign the Hunter’s Log at the Parking Area before and after each hunting visit.  

· When a deer is taken in the Park, the hunter shall register the Date Taken, Size, and Sex of the animal in the Logbook. 

· Use and/or construction of Permanent Tree Stands is Strictly Prohibited.  Portable Tree Stands are allowed at the owner’s own risk.  Temporary Tree Stands must be tagged with Owner’s Name, Address, and Permit Number.

· Attendance at Pre-Season Safety Awareness Meeting is required before a permit will be issued.  The Safety Awareness meeting will be held on Monday, October 24, 2011 at 6:30 pm at the Chester Township Municipal Building.  

· Chester Township Police and N.J. Fish and Wildlife Conservation Officers will enforce all State and Local Hunting Regulations.  In addition to possible State fines, violators of Township Hunting Regulations may face revocation of hunting privileges on Township Parklands for two years and face fines up to $1,000.00 for the First Offense.  Hunting privileges will be Permanently Revoked for a second offense with Fines up to $2,000.00.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

· Applications are available at the Office of the Township Clerk at the Chester Township Municipal Building, 1 Parker Road, Chester, NJ.

· Permit Holders from the 2011-2011 Season have first opportunity to obtain a 2011-2012 Season Permit for the same park as the prior year upon receipt of application by Friday, October 7, 2011 and payment of all fees in full.  Applications requesting a change of park permit location will only be considered with the walk-in applications.

· Applications will be accepted for Walk-Ins beginning Monday, October 10, 2011 at 10:00 am.  Mailed applications will be processed beginning Monday, October 10, 2011 after 12:00 Noon.  Applications will be accepted on a First-Come, First-Served basis until the available permit slots are taken for each Park.  Twenty-Five Percent of the permits available at each park are reserved for Non-Resident Use (N.J. Only) if application is received 15 days prior to season start.  Unused Non-Resident Permit slots will be released for Resident Use as appropriate.

· Applications will be processed only when the form is fully completed and signed by the Hunter or the Hunter’s Guardian, and All Fees are Paid.  Applicants must possess and provide numbers for all appropriate N.J. Hunting Licenses.

· Fall/Winter 2011-2012 Season Fees:

Chester Township Residents & Employees of

the Township of Chester:
                         $25.00 per permit 

Residents of New Jersey Not Residing 



 

in Chester Township: 





$50.00 per permit

Checks are payable to the “Township of Chester”.

Hunting and Parking Permits will be issued at the Hunting Safety Awareness Meeting on Monday, October 24, 2011 at 6:30 pm at the Chester Township Municipal Building. ALL PERMIT APPLICANTS MUST ATTEND!
Locations of Hunter’s Parking Lots

Tiger Brook Park -  On Cooper Lane ¼ mile east of Route 206, or 1 mile south of Rt. 24.

MacGregor Preserve – On Old Chester Road, 1/4 mile south of Route 206.

Highlands Ridge Park – Main entrance (by white barn) on North Rd, 1 mile from Rt. 24.  Follow sign to lower parking lot- .3 mile. 

Evans Preserve South – At end of Willow Road off Chestnut, approx 1 mile from Rt. 24.

Evans Preserve North – On South Road, approx 1/2 mile from North Road.

Parker Road Tract – At end of long driveway past with block wall, .1 mile past Schoolhouse Lane on right, approx 1/2 mile from State Park Road.

Tanners Brook Preserve – On Tanners Brook Road  approx. 1/2 mile north from Furnace Road, ¼ mile past Carlisle Court on left.

CHESTER TOWNSHIP CONTROLLED DEER HUNTING PROGRAM

IMPORTANT REGULATIONS & ADVISORIES

1.
All State hunting regulations, licensing requirements, and permit requirements are in effect on Chester Township lands open to hunting.   Hunters are responsible for obtaining and learning state regulations and Chester Township park regulations.  All hunters acquiring a Chester Township Controlled Hunting Program permit shall attend a mandatory, pre-season safety awareness meeting conducted jointly by the Chester Parks Advisory Committee, the Chester Township Police Department and the coordinating hunting club(s).

2.
Hunters shall be required to park their designated vehicles in appropriate parking lots and shall display a duplicate hunting permit issued by the Township of Chester in the front windshield.  Hunters shall carry the required permit at all times while hunting on these lands, and shall produce the permit for spot check inspection by officials of the Chester Township Police Department and/or the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife.  Hunters shall also sign-in at the hunter’s logbook at the designated parking area each time they arrive for and depart from hunting activity.  When hunters take a deer on property, they shall report date of taking and size and sex information in the logbook at the conclusion of their hunting activity.

3.
The use and/or construction of permanent tree stands are prohibited.  Hunters found using a permanent tree stand will be subject to prosecution and termination of permit.  Portable tree stands are allowed, but are used or left unattended at the user’s risk.  Permit holders name and permit number must be on the stand in an obvious location.  Screw-in tree steps must be removed at the end of the permit season or when the tree stand is moved.  Deer feeders are permitted but must be removed by the final day of the hunter’s permit.

4.
Possession of a permit to hunt on Township land does not give hunters permission to cross private property.  Hunters are responsible for knowing the boundaries of parklands, as well as safety zones.

5.
Hunters in the Controlled Hunting Program who receive summonses for hunting violations committed on Township park lands will have their hunting privileges revoked for two years on Township lands, and shall face a fine of up to $ 1,000.00.  Hunting privileges will be permanently revoked for a second offense.

6.
Hunters should be aware that non-hunting visitors are allowed to visit parklands open to hunting during each season.  Non-hunting visitors are encouraged to wear blaze orange and confine visits to Saturdays and Sundays during the hunting seasons.  Non-hunting visitors must be treated courteously.

