CHESTER’S TEN WORST WEEDS

Multiflora rose   Native to eastern Asia and found in much of the [image: image1.jpg]


Northeast and Midwest.  Very aggressive, grows to 10 feet in height. Fragrant white flowers.  Nasty thorns, use heavy gloves and eye protection to handle.  Seeds found in the red fruits are viable for ten years or more and are easily dispersed by birds.  Control with successive cuttings and or herbicide treatment, Round Up or Triclopyr.  
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Japanese barberry  Introduced in 1875 as an ornamental plant and has gained widespread distribution in the Northeast and Midwest.  Grows to 5 feet high and in clumps 10 feet in width.  Small thorns on stems.  Very aggressive, easily displaces native plants.  Small red berries in fall consumed by birds and dispersed over large areas.  Control by pulling small plants, frequent cutting or herbicide application, Round Up or Triclorpyr.  
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Autumn olive  Imported from Asia and found in the entire Northeast and beyond.  Woody shrub or small tree up to 20 feet in height.  Light yellow flowers, numerous red berries in the autumn.  Under side of leaf is light green-silvery color.  Spreads rapidly.  Control by pulling small plants or cut larger plants and treat stump with high concentration Round Up or Triclopyr.  
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Oriental bittersweet  A very aggressive widely distributed vine that climbs up trees to some 60 feet in height, often strangling trees.  Shiny green leaves.  In autumn the numerous yellow fruits split and reveal bright red seed coverings which are consumed by wildlife and spread to other areas. Vines are often used to make ornamental wreaths and can become another source of spreading this plant.  Control by cutting the stem, rarely regrows following cutting.  
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Bush honeysuckle  Widely distributed as ornamental plants in the past, in part due their sweet white to pale yellow flowers.  Maximum height of 6 to 8 feet.  They are now common along roadsides and in natural areas.  Control consists of pulling small plants, repeated cutting or application of Round Up or Triclopyr to foliage or cut stems.  
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Japanese knotweed  A common invasive along roadsides and waterways.  Bamboo-like hollow stems that grow to 10 feet in height.  White showy flowers in the fall.  Plant dies with first good frost but returns each spring.  Tolerant of difficult conditions and will quickly colonize disturbed areas.  Control by frequent cutting or pulling may be partially successful. Foliar applications with Round Up or Triclopyr early in the growth cycle. Repeat applications will be needed.  
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Garlic mustard  Native to Europe and introduced to US in 1868.  Now very common in 30 states.  Found along roadways, wooded areas and in gardens.  Grows in sun or shade.  A biennial that appears as a dark green rosette in the first year and as a two-foot high flowering plant in the second year.  When crushed, smells and tastes like garlic.  Control by hand pulling,  cutting of the second year plants to prevent seeding or treating early with Round Up or Triclopyr.  
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Wineberry  Asian introduction that resembles blackberry.  Berries are similar in appearance and taste to raspberries.  Red stems that form arch-like growth and are generally only 3 feet in height.  Not as aggressive as most of the above-listed plants.  Adapts to wooded areas or full sun.  Control is by hand pulling of smaller plants or herbicide treatment with Round Up or Triclopyr.  
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Japanese stiltgrass  Another plant indigenous to Asia and introduced in 1919.  Also called Chinese packing grass.  This grass has achieved wide distribution in New Jersey in recent years.  An annual, that first appears in May and dies with the first frost.  Leaves are pale green, about 3 inches long.  Plants are generally only 12 to 18 inches tall.  Prefers shady moist areas but will grow in other settings.  Control measures include pulling smaller infestations, cutting to prevent seed production and treatment with Round Up.  Pre-emergent crabgrass herbicides and products such as Preen may also be effective if applied well before plants germinate.  
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Winged burning bush  Also called Winged euonymus, was introduced as a landscape plant in the mid 1800’s and is still widely used in landscape plantings.  A shrub with dark green foliage turning brilliant red color in the fall.  Small red berries are consumed by birds.  The stems have distinctive corky, wing-like structures that make identification easy.  Grows in forested areas as well as field edge.  Pulling smaller plants or cutting larger plants and painting the cut stems with undiluted Round Up or Triclopyr can accomplish control.  

Control measures described above are general recommendations. Pulling small plants in limited areas is generally easy to do and relatively effective but some regrowth may occur.  Medium size plants can be uprooted with a pick inserted into the root mass and leveraged out. Specialized tools are also available on the Internet to remove medium size plants. 

Most woody invasives, except Oriental bittersweet will put out new growth following cutting.  Multiple follow-up cuttings will eventually deplete stored food reserves and the plant will die.  Regular mowing of fields will generally eliminate almost any invasive plant.

    
Herbicides provide a useful tool to control many invasives if used properly.  Small to medium size plants can be treated with a foliar spray. Some retreatment may be necessary to achieve the desired level of control. Larger woody plants can be cut and then treated with a concentrate of either Round Up or other brands that contain Glyphosate.  Glyphosate herbicides are non-selective and will kill most any vegetation they contact.  Triclopyr is the active ingredient in a number of consumer products including Bayer Brush Killer and Ortho Brush Be Gone.  Triclopyr is selective and does not injure monocots such as grasses.  Read the product label before application and use herbicide sprayers only to apply herbicides.

