Chester Township Fights Invasive Plants

We are very fortunate to have more than 40% of Chester Township land area preserved as public open space.  This includes extensive State and County properties as well as 943 acres owned by the Township.

Chester Township, like many areas in the Northeast, has experienced increasing distribution and density of exotic invasive plants.  The most common and destructive of these invaders are introduced plants such as Japanese Barberry, Oriental Bittersweet, Autumn Olive and Garlic Mustard.  Several of our Township parks including Tiger Brook Park, MacGregor Preserve, Highlands Ridge Park, and the Evans Family Forest Preserve contain infestations of these invasive plants. Chances are, if you have woods behind your house, it too contains an increasing number of invasive plants.

The Township Environmental Commission in conjunction with the Park Advisory Committee has undertaken a number of projects to control the rapid colonization of these exotic invasive plants in our parks.  During the past three years, more than 10,000 Oriental Bittersweet vines have been cut by twenty volunteers representing some 250-man hours.  An additional two years may be required to achieve control of this pest in Tiger Brook and MacGregor Parks. 

More Work is Needed

In 2006, the Township received a grant from the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  The grant provided for controlling twelve acres of Japanese Barberry, elimination of some three acres of Autumn Olive, and restoration of a thirteen-acre pasture at Highland Park to native warm-season grasses and wildflowers.  These projects continue to improve conditions within our parks at no cost to residents. 
Want to Learn More?

The Chester Environmental Commission is planning a free Invasive Plant Workshop in late May 2008 to familiarize residents with identification and available control measures.  Residents will learn to recognize and remove invasive plants on their property, and can even get involved in volunteer efforts to remove exotic invasive plants at Chester Township parks. Look for announcements of the time and place of the workshop in local papers and under Upcoming Events on the Chester Township website: www.chestertownship.org.

For further information on exotic invasive plants, visit any of the following excellent websites where you can see images of the plants and read more about the problems they cause:

http://www.usna.usda.gov/Gardens/invasives.html
http://www.invasive.org/eastern/midatlantic/
http://www.newfs.org/conserve/invasive.htm
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/plants/main.shtml
