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SECURITY TIPS FROM THE CHESTER TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
There have been numerous incidents in the surrounding area where thieves have broken into residential garages and stolen high end vehicles.  We have also had residential burglaries where the perpetrators entered into the residences via unsecured ground level windows and doors.

In light of these recent incidents in Chester Township and surrounding communities, we would like to provide our residents with some thoughts on how to reduce their chances of becoming a victim.

Here are some tips to help secure your residence and make yourself less likely to become a victim:

1) While away from home, lock all doors and windows. Do not leave any keys hiding near the residence. The best deterrent is to have motion activated lighting, an alarm system and if possible, a camera system installed on the premises.
2) Do not announce on social media sites that you are going on vacation or intend to be away.
3) Keep your valuables somewhere other than in the Master bedroom. Many burglaries involve the quick ransacking of just the Master bedroom due to the fact that most people keep their valuables there. A heavy safe located somewhere other than in the Master bedroom is a good option. 

4) Lock up your vehicles while parked at the residence, both outdoors as well as in the garage. Do not leave keys in or near the parked vehicles.  Be sure to remove all personal belongings and electronics (phones, purses, laptops, garage door openers, etc.) from parked vehicles.
5) Be aware of your surroundings at all times. If you suspect that you are being followed, go to the nearest police station or to a brightly lit/ populated area and call 911.

6) Be observant of any suspicious activity in your neighborhood including vehicles or people that you are unfamiliar with. A good physical description of the suspicious person(s) and or a license plate for a vehicle is very helpful.
Identity theft is always a concern as well.  As technology advances, so do the techniques that the thieves use. You should constantly remain wary of any solicitations via phone, email or other electronic/social media where you are asked to confirm personal information or account settings.
DO NOT click on any links in an email where you are asked for this information, unless you are 100 percent certain that it is legitimate. Close out the email and/or web browser; then open a new browser page and go directly to the company site to log in. There you should be able to ascertain if the company or request is legitimate.  
Most importantly, report any activity which you feel is suspicious immediately at (908) 879-5514 option # 1. If an emergency, then please dial 911.
