Certification & Screening Requirements for Youth Sports Coaches 

&

Guidelines for Reservation of Chester Township Athletic Fields

The Township of Chester has adopted specific requirements for safety training, background investigation and sportsmanlike behavior for volunteers and officials working with children in youth sports activities within the Township.  Those requirements have been established by Township Ordinance “An Ordinance of the Township of Chester Concerning Youth Sporting Events” and are enumerated in Item A and Item B below.  Additionally, the Chester Township Parks Committee has adopted operating policies and procedures consistent with the Ordinance for the reservation of the Township’s athletic facilities.  These procedures are covered in Item C and Item D below.

A.  Requirements for Coach’s Training and Background Screening 

The following requirements pertain to any organized youth sports or recreational program, event, or camp conducted within the Township of Chester.  These requirements include facilities of the Township of Chester, facilities of the Chester Board of Education, and privately owned or operated facilities.

1. Any individual acting as a coach, an assistant coach, and/or a trainer or instructor at a youth sports program, event, or camp must possess a valid coach’s card issued by the Rutgers Youth Sports Research Council for completion of the Rutgers “Sports Awareness for Educating Today’s Youth” (S.A.F.E.T.Y.) course, or possess a similar card for an equivalent coach’s training that meets the state’s Minimum Standards for Volunteer Coaches Safety Orientation and Training Skills Program (N.J.A.C. 5:52), as approved by the Chester Township Parks Committee.

2. Any individual acting as a coach, an assistant coach, and/or a trainer or instructor at a youth sports program, event, or camp must successfully pass a background investigation by the New Jersey State Police.  Pending results of the State Police check, the Township of Chester has adopted a specific set of criminal and/or disorderly persons offenses that will disqualify an individual from participation.  Applications for conducting a criminal history background investigation are available at the Chester Township Municipal Clerk’s Office.

Note:  For the year 2012, the Township of Chester hopes to continue a Grant-in-Aid Program to assist not-for-profit recreational youth sports organizations serving the children of the Township.  The grants would be available to specifically offset the cost of Requirement #2 above for coaches and assistant coaches that are residents of the Township of Chester.  Requests for grant assistance shall be made to the Chester Township Parks Committee.

B.  Program Behavior Requirements

The Township of Chester is committed to ensuring that recreational sports activities are conducted with proper civility, sportsmanship, and behavior on the part of players, coaches, officials, parents and spectators.  The Township, the schools, and their organizational partners in the delivery of recreational sports are empowered to act swiftly in response to inappropriate behaviors with the full force of law.

Any individual committing an act of violence, assault, or criminal activity while attending or participating in a youth sporting program, event, or camp shall not be permitted to act as a coach or as an assistant coach, or to engage in any support effort, whether voluntary or paid, at any youth sporting event.  Any team or organization allowing such an individual to participate may have its permit to use a Township facility revoked by the Township Parks Committee

Sports Game Officials, either paid or volunteer, League Officers, Team Coaches, School Officials and/or the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Chester Township Parks Committee are empowered to direct that an individual remove himself or herself from a playing field and/or park for unruly behavior.  This behavior shall include, but not be limited to, any criminal behavior, fighting, assault, or any threatening or intimidating physical or verbal behavior towards any participant, official, or individual attending or viewing the event. 
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C.  Preferential Use of Township of Chester Athletic Facilities

The Township of Chester recognizes the commitment of certain not-for-profit recreational youth sports organizations in providing broad-based services to the residents of the Township.  The Chester Township Parks Committee is empowered to offer preferential use of the parks and recreational facilities managed by the Township provided that the preferential treatment is not in conflict with State of Federal law.  The action of granting or denying of preferential use will be subject to appeal to the Township Council.

Preferential use shall be regarded as a blanket approval to reserve specific parks or athletic facilities managed by the Township of Chester for a limited period of time to support the provision of recreational services that include the following:

· Have open enrollment and guaranteed placement for all interested participants.

· Serve more that one specific age group

· Have operated as a not-for-profit youth sports organization for five or more years.

The following criteria will be used when considering the granting of preferential use to a particular organization:

1. Benefit to Chester Township youth;

2. Benefit to Chester Township citizens;

3. Contributions of time, labor, or funding to the construction and maintenance of

playing fields and activity areas;

4.
Formal organization of greater than 50 members with

         a.) 
Written By Laws

b.) Written appeals process

c.) Elected Officials with specific terms

d.) Affiliation with National/Regional organizations; and

e.) Written Code of Conduct signed by:

i.)       Participants

ii.) Coaches

iii.) Parents (when applicable)

5.      Written selection process for all teams including All Star and Select teams;

6.      Written Discipline Policy and process;

7.      Written training requirements/skills for coaches, assistants, and officials.

The granting of Preferential Use to an applicant shall be evaluated annually by the Chester Township Parks Committee.  (Note: All groups seeking Facility Use permits must appear in person before the Parks Committee  when an application is reviewed.)
D.  Applications from Non-Preferential Groups
The Chester Township Parks Committee will consider applications for the use of Township managed athletic facilities for youth and adult recreational sports programs and events on a first-come, first served basis for remaining facility space after preferential group uses are approved and scheduled.  All Star and Select team applicants may face limited availability or denial of facility use if an existing preferential group already provides services in the sport offering in the age group or skill level for which the facility permit is requested.

*************

Contacts:
Chester Township Police Dept., 1 Parker Road, Chester, NJ  07930 

Telephone- 908-879-5100



Rutgers Youth Sports Research Council, College Avenue Gymnasium, Room 206



New Brunswick, NJ  08901   Telephone- 732-932-7178    Website-  http://youthsports.rutgers.edu
*************

**  “An Ordinance of the Township of Chester Concerning Youth Sporting Events”,  adopted November 2002, 

and revised October 7, 2003.
**  Parks Advisory Committee Application Procedures adopted December 9, 2002, revised December 12, 2005,

Revised December 13, 2009.
